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Montana Food for Montana Schools 
Montana Food for Montana Schools is a local procurement training and producer and school 
meetup event. Montana Team Nutrition Program, Montana Office of Public Instruction, and 
Abundant Montana partnered to host three Montana Food for Montana Schools events held 
regionally across the state in 2023. 

Montana Food for Montana Schools aims to help schools and producers work together to 
feature local foods in Montana school meals. The first part of this event is a farm to school 
training for producers and food businesses to learn about selling local products to schools. 
Simultaneously, school nutrition professionals engage in a separate training focused on local 
food procurement. Participating schools learn about procurement requirements and factors to 
consider when purchasing local foods such as the delivery location, size of the product, 
processing needs, and more. Following the training portion, both groups (producers/food 
businesses and school nutrition professionals) join to connect in a casual vendor show format. 
Each producer or food business has a table, and many bring samples of products for the school 
nutrition professionals to taste test. 

These events have created direct purchasing connections between producers and schools 
thereby increasing the amount of locally grown foods served in local schools while increasing 
sales for local producers. It’s a win, win, win for producers, schools, and communities. 

A  school  nutrition  professional  learns  
about a  local  food  hub  business at the  
MFMS  e vent in  Ha rdin, MT. 

Taste  testing  table  at the  

reMaFt MFaS ll se, veMnT.t  in  Great 
Falls, MT.  

Farm  fresh  eggs from  a  local  
producer  at the  MFMS  in  
Missoula, MT. 
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Montana Food for Montana Schools Agenda 

Agenda   

12:30-1:30  Set up + Sign in 

1:30-1:40  Welcome and Trainer Introductions 

1:40-1:50   Overview of Abundant Montana 

1:50-2:50 Local Procurement Training (producers and schools break into groups) 
• Farm to School Basics 
• Procurement Regulations 
• Strategies for Local Food Procurement 

2:50-3:00  Break and Transition 

3:00-3:30  Attendee  Introductions   
Each attendee will have a couple minutes to introduce themselves at the 
beginning of the networking session. 

3:30-4:25  Meetup  and  Connections   
Each producer will have a table to display marketing and other materials. School 
nutrition professionals will be able to move to each table in a casual vendor 
show style format. Presenters from the Local Procurement Training will be 
available during this time to answer questions. 

4:25-4:30  Closing and Evaluation 
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Montana  Food  for  Montana  Schools Registration   

Montana  Food  for Montana  Schools  | Date  | Location  

Registration  
Montana Food for Montana Schools is a local procurement training and a meetup event for 
producers and schools. Montana Team Nutrition Program, Montana Office of Public Instruction, 
Abundant Montana, and partners will host three regional events in 2023. Montana Food for 
Montana Schools aims to help schools and producers work together to feature local foods in 
Montana school meals. 

The event  will be divided into  two  components:    
PART  1: A  farm  to  school training  for  school nutrition  professionals  focused on  local food  
procurement  and  for  food  producers  interested  in  working  with  schools.   
PART  2: Agriculture producers  and  food  businesses  will be able to  connect with  school nutrition  
professionals  in  a casual vendor  show  format.     
Please review the full event details at: 
https://www.montana.edu/mtfarmtoschool/resources/training-event.html 

This project funded in part by a 2022 USDA Team Nutrition grant. USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider.  

{ENTER DATE, TIME, LOCATION, CONTACT INFO FOR QUESTIONS} 

Contact 
o First Name ______________________________________________________________ 
o Last Name
o Title
o Organization/Business/School
o Email 
o Phone
o Mailing Address
o City 
o State 
o Zip 

Indicate if  you  are a school nutrition  professional or  a producer. Select one.  
o Food and Ag Producer/Distributor/Business 
o School Nutrition Professional 

What do you need to be able to fully participate in the Montana Food for Montana Schools 
Training and Meetup? We will try to accommodate requests to make the training accessible. 

https://www.montana.edu/mtfarmtoschool/resources/training-event.html
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Examples  include:  wheelchair  accessibility, mics  for  presenters  and  adequately  loud  sound, 
space for  nursing  parents, etc.  

Photos will be taken throughout training. This will allow us to share photos of the training that 
include you with our funders, in future presentations, and on social media. If you do not wish 
for photos that include you to be shared publicly, please indicate below. 
o Yes, I will sign the photo release form. (The link to the photo release form will included on 

the confirmation page of this survey.) 
o No, please do not include me in photos taken during the training. 

What questions do you have about buying or selling local foods? 

Light snacks will be provided. Please list any dietary restrictions/food allergies. We will try to 
accommodate all dietary restrictions/food allergies. 

Please provide an emergency contact. 
o Name 
o Phone 
o Relationship 

Business Type, Select all that apply. 

▢ Agricultural Producer 
▢ Processor 
▢ Distributor 
▢ Other:

if you are a Food and Ag Producer/Distributor/Business 

What types  of  products  do  you  produce or  sell?  Select all that apply.  

▢ Meat/Livestock 
▢ Dairy 
▢ Eggs 
▢ Grains/flour/baked goods 
▢ Pulse crops 
▢ Fruit 
▢ Vegetables 
▢ Value-added/specialty foods 
▢ Other: 



 

       

               
    
   
          
  

 
         

      
         

        
   

 
   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If you are a Food and Ag Producer/Distributor/Business 

Have you sold or donated any food products to school nutrition programs (for meals or snacks)? 
o Yes, more than three times 
o Yes, 1-2 times 
o Not yet, but have had conversations or started the process of working with a school 
o No 

We appreciate your participation in this event and know that the cost of attendance can be a 
barrier. We are offering mileage assistance and/or a small stipend to support your attendance. 
Please select which, if any, of these options you wish to receive. To receive the payment you 
will need to complete a W9 and an agreement form. The amount available will depend on 
demand and availability. Select all that apply. 

▢ Stipend 
▢ Mileage Reimbursement 



 

            
         

     

    
  
  

          

 
  

  

            

 
  

            

 
  

  

            

 
 

  
  

  

            

 
  

  

            

 
  

   
  

            

 
 
  

  

            

  
 
  

            

  
  

  

            

Common  Questions  Schools  ask  Local  Food  Businesses  
The Michigan Department of Education created this list of common questions for schools to ask 
local food businesses. The questions were formatted in a table by Montana Team Nutrition and 
used in the Montana Food for Montana Schools events. 

Name of Producer/Food  Business   

1 2 3 4 5 6 

What food will 
you have? 

When will you 
have it? 

How will you 
notify me? 

How much 
notice do you 
need for an 
order? 

How will it 
arrive? 

What's the 
back-up plan for 
poor harvests? 

When can you 
visit the 
school? 

How would you 
like to be 
invoiced? 

30/60/90- day 
payments 
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ou are a School 

Nutrition Professional or Early Care and Education Program

________________________________________________________________ 

Montana  Food  for  Montana  Schools  Follow  up  Questions  
These questions were sent to participants 1 month after the event. 

Thank you for attending the Montana Food for Montana Schools local procurement training 
and meetup event for producers and schools. Please complete these follow up questions to 
help us better understand the impact of the event. For questions, contact Haley Scott at 
haley.scott1@montana.edu or 406-994-5641. 

Please select the event that you attended. 

o Hardin, MT - March 14 

o Great Falls, MT - September 2023 

o Missoula, MT - October 2023 

Which  of  the following  best describes  you?  

o Producer or Food Business 

o School Nutrition Professional or Early Care and Education Program 

o Other

 After  attending  MFMS, were you  interested  in  purchasing  from  a local vendor  you  met?  

o Yes 

o No 

If you are a  School Nutrition Professional or Early Care and Education Program  

Have you  made a purchase from  a local vendor  you  met at MFMS?  

o Yes 

o Not yet but I intend to 

o No 

If you have made a  purchase from a local vendor you met at MFMS  

What is  the name of  the vendor  you  purchased from?  

If you have made a  purchase from a local vendor you met at MFMS  

What products  did  you  purchase?  

mailto:haley.scott1@montana.edu


 

 

  

  

           

   

 

 
        

        

    

       

          

     

   

    

  

  

  

       

  

 
 

  

           

   

   

  

   

           

   

          

         

  

  

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

If you have made a purchase from a local vendor you met at MFMS 

What quantity of the product did you purchase? For example: pounds of ground beef, boxes of 

apples, ounces of grains, etc. 

If you have made a purchase from a local vendor you met at MFMS, which of the following 

barriers do you face in making a purchase? Check all that apply. 

▢ Distribution logistics 

▢ Determining if the product is within my budget 

▢ I’m no longer interested in purchasing from the vendor 
▢ The vendor doesn't have enough quantity 

▢ I don’t have the vendor’s rate sheet 

▢ I don’t have the vendor’s contact information 
▢ Other  __________________________________________________ 

If you are a school nutrition professional or early care and education program 

Are there any products that were not available at the event that you would be interested in 

sourcing locally? 

If you are a producer or food business 

After attending MFMS, were you interested in selling to a local school or site you met? 

o Yes 

o No 

If after attending MFMS, you were not interested in selling to a local school or site you met 

For which of the following reasons were you not interested in selling to a school or site at the 

event? Check all that apply. 

▢ The schools or sites at the event were located too far away 

▢ The schools or sites at the event were not interested in my product 

▢ Other   __________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

If you are a  producer or food business  

Have you sold products to a school or site you connected with at the event? 

o Yes 

o No 

If you have sold products to a school or site you connected with at the event 

What quantity of the product did you sell? For example: pounds of ground beef, boxes of 

apples, ounces of grains, etc. 

If you haven’t sold products to a school or site you connected with at the event 
Which of the following barriers do you face in making a sale to a school or site? Check all that 

apply. 

▢ We have not yet agreed on a price 

▢ Distribution logistics 

▢ Lower quantity of product than the buyer needs 

▢ I don't have the school or site's contact information 

▢ Other  __________________________________________________ 

What other support do you need to increase your local food purchases or sales? 

What is the name of your businesses or organization? 

What is your name? 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

For more detailed information on the Montana Food for Montana Schools trainings, contact 
Montana Team Nutrition. 

Molly Stenberg, Co-Director 
stenberg@montana.edu 
406.994.7217 

Haley Scott, Program Lead 
haley.scott1@montana.edu 
406.994.5641 

Jay Stagg, Co-Director, Farm to School Coordinator 
jay.stagg@montana.edu 
406.994.5996 

Kylie Cassidy, Administrative Assistant 
kylie.cassidy@montana.edu 
406.994.5397 

Developed  by  Montana Team Nutrition, 2024.  
This project was funded using U.S. Department  of  
Agriculture grant funds.  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.   

mailto:stenberg@montana.edu
mailto:haley.scott1@montana.edu
mailto:jay.stagg@montana.edu
mailto:kylie.cassidy@montana.edu
https://www.montana.edu/teamnutrition/
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