Local Food Procurement Resources
1. Buying Local Food Resources
a. The USDA Patrick Leahy Farm to School Website: https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-to-school
i. Procuring Local Foods: A resource for school nutrition operators https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/procuring-local-foods
ii. Farm to School Planning Toolkit: A resource for school districts and community partners https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-school-planning- toolkit
iii. Selling Local Foods to Schools: A resource for Producers (Written for farmers, ranchers, fishermen, or other food producers interested in growing foods for schools) https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/selling-local- food-schools
b. USDA Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) Produce Safety University: Addresses produce purchased from traditional suppliers, direct from farmers, and DoD Fresh programs: https://www.fns.usda.gov/fs/produce-safety
c. Non-profit Organizations:
i. National Farm to School Network
1. Case studies - real world examples of success
2. Local producer training lesson plans: https://www.farmtoschool.org/
ii. The Common Market – Advancing School Food Procurement – A guide for creating values-based purchasing through competitive bidding: https://www.thecommonmarket.org/assets/uploads/reports/CM-
Procurement-Guide-4-1.pdf
d. Virginia Resources:
i. Virginia Department of Education, Office of School Nutrition (VDOE-SNP) Resources:
1. Virginia Farm to School Website: Procurement and educational resources including Farm to School Toolkit, Purchasing Local Video Series, forward contracting and more: https://www.doe.virginia.gov/programs-services/school- operations-support-services/school-nutrition/programs- promotions-and-initiatives/virginia-farm-to-school
2. Food Safety Plan Training is available on Rise.com: https://vdoe- school-nutrition.rise.com/login
ii. Resources to identify local producers:
1. Virginia Market Maker website: https://www.va.foodmarketmaker.com/
2. Virginia Cooperative Extension: https://www.ext.vt.edu/offices.html
3. Virginia Farmers Market Association: https://www.vafma.org/virginia-markets/ 
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