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Food Photography and 
Video Creation Webinar

USDA Funding and Non-Discrimination Statements:

“This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The contents of 
this publication do not necessarily reflect the view or policies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, nor does mention of 
trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.”

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity
and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ documents/ad-3027.pdf, from 
any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the
complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient 
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation.
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:
1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Objectives

• Learners will be able to create 
appealing food photos and videos for 
marketing and training purposes.

• Learners will be able to implement 
basic food photography setup and 
techniques to take appealing food 
photos. 

• Learners will be able to create 
videos using still photos and video 
shots.

1

2

3

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/programs-services/school-operations-support-services/school-nutrition


9/20/2024

2

Professional Standard Learning Codes

• Communications and Marketing - 4100

Why Photos and 
Videos

• Marketing School Meals
o Highlight local foods, 

scratch cooking, 
student inspired 
meals

• Providing Nutrition 
Education

• Highlighting Job 
Postings

Photography and Video Creation Best 
Practices
• Social Media

• Daily Menu Marketing

• Local Food Options

• Student-Inspired Meals

• Nutrition Education

• Job Announcements & 
Highlighting Staff Members 

• Cafeteria Marketing
• Bulletin Boards 
• Video Monitors 
• Menu Marketing 
• Photos and videos in 

software programs 
• Flyers for parents 
• Food selections at the 

beginning of serving lines 
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Photos and Videos 
for Training

• Staff training
o New hires
o Kitchen substitutes
o Recipe directions

• Teacher training for breakfast in the 
classroom

Taking Marketing 
Ready Food Photos

Staging Set 
Up with 
Equipment
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Staging Set Up Without Equipment

Lighting & Exposure

Lighting 
Positioning
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Natural 
Light

Smart 
Phone 
Lighting

Adjusting Focus and 
Exposure on Cell Phones

Apple

1. Open camera.

2. Tap the screen to show the 
automatic focus area and 
exposure setting. 

3. Tap where you want to move 
the focus area.

4. Next to the focus area, drag up 
or down to adjust the exposure.

Android

1. Open camera.

2. Tap on the area of the screen 
where you want to focus until 
the camera adjusts.

3. Press and hold the screen with 
your finger to adjust. 
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Smart 
Phone 
Portrait 
Mode

Positioning & Styling 
Food Trays

Full 
Frame
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Angles

Focusing

Avoid 
Distracting 
Elements
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Taking 
Photos of 
Student 
Trays

Basic Editing Skills

Basic Editing 
Skills

• Smart Phones
o Auto correct
o Lighting
o Crop

• Food photo before and 
after editing examples 
to see the difference. 

• Using professional 
apps.
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Using AI for 
Editing 
Photos

Transforming Photos 
into Videos

Example Video
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Creating Videos on Canva

Questions
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