
Implementing Professional Standards: 
Tips for Success 

Presented by: 

Amy Frady, Nutritionist 

USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
 

Thursday, July 28, 2016  

3:00 PM EST  

Key Area: Administration (3000) 



 
Outline  

 

• Introduction 

• Professional Standards: An Overview 

• Panel of Speakers 



Objectives 
Following this session you will be able to: 

 

• Illustrate importance of Professional Standards 

 

• Identify available resources from USDA 

 

• Recall and apply tips for success  

 

• Learn about unique professional standards training 
opportunities 

 



Why do we need professional standards for 
people working in school nutrition? 



Final Rule 
• Published March 2, 2015 

– Citation: 80 FR 11077 

 
• Available at www. regulations.gov 
 
• Implementation began July 1, 2015 

– School Year 2015/2016 

 
• Establishes minimum requirements: 

– Hiring standards for NEW State/local directors 
– Annual training standards for ALL employees 
 
 



Food Safety Certification 
 

• For New SFA Directors in All LEAs: 
– At least 8 hours of food safety training within 5 

years prior to the starting date, or completed 
within 30 days of the starting date  

 

• State agency has discretion to require current 
SFA directors to obtain food safety 
certification or training every 5 years 



Key Areas 
All training will fit into one of these categories: 

–Nutrition 

–Operations 

–Administration 

–Communications & Marketing  

 



Required Annual Training Hours 
 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/guide-professional-standards-school-nutrition-programs 



Record-Keeping Requirements 

• SFAs are required to keep records of training 

• If SAs allow 2-year period for SFAs to complete 
training: 
- Some training hours must be completed each year. 

• Documentation of PS training is part of the 
Administrative Review 
– SFAs should also have records of individual staff 

members’ training. 

– Retain records for 3 years, plus the current SY. 

 

 

 

 

www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards 



Web Page: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-

meals/professional-standards 
  

• Latest Information on PS 
• Resources 

– State Grants 
– Tracking Tool 
– Brochure, Flyer 
– Final Rule 
 

• Training Database: 
http://professionalstandards.nal.usd
a.gov/  
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Professional Standards Website 
and Training Database 

http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/ 
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Guide to Professional Standards 
for School Nutrition Programs 

 • Information about the 
Final Rule  

• Tips on where to find 
training 

• Examples of how to meet 
the training standards 

• Easy-to-read tables  

• Reproducible handouts  
 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/guide-professional-standards-school-nutrition-programs 



Tables and Handouts 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/guide-professional-standards-school-nutrition-programs 



Questions?? 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards 


