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Objectives

Following this session you will be able to:

* |llustrate importance of Professional Standards
* |dentify available resources from USDA
* Recall and apply tips for success

* Learn about unique professional standards training
opportunities
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Why do we need professional standards for
people working in school nutrition?
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Final Rule

* Published March 2, 2015
— Citation: 80 FR 11077

* Available at www. regulations.gov

* |Implementation began July 1, 2015
— School Year 2015/2016

e Establishes minimum requirements:
— Hiring standards for NEW State/local directors
— Annual training standards for ALL employees
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* For New SFA Directors in All LEAs:

— At least 8 hours of food safety training within 5
years prior to the starting date, or completed
within 30 days of the starting date

e State agency has discretion to require current
SFA directors to obtain food safety
certification or training every 5 years
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Key Areas

All training will fit into one of these categories:
—Nutrition T p—

LEARNING

—Operations 7 l

2

—Administration

—Communications & Marketing
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Required Annual Training Hours

Table 1: Summary of Required Minimum Training for School
Nutrition Employees

Job Category Annual Requirements*

Directors 12 hours
Managers 10 hours
Staff 6 hours

Part-Time Staff (working less than 4 hours
20 hours per week)

Mid-year hires in all categories One-half of training requirement for each job
(January 1, or later) category

*Annual requirements apply to the 12 months between July 1 and June 30.

http://www.fns.usda.gov/guide-professional-standards-school-nutrition-programs
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Record-Keeping Requirements

* SFAs are required to keep records of training

* |f SAs allow 2-year period for SFAs to complete
training:
- Some training hours must be completed each year.

* Documentation of PS training is part of the
Administrative Review

— SFAs should also have records of individual staff
members’ training.

— Retain records for 3 years, plus the current SY.

www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards
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 Latest Information on PS

e Resources

* Training Database:

State Grants
Tracking Tool

Brochure, Flyer

Final Rule
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Chlid and Aduit Care Food
Program

Fresh Frult and Vagstable
Program

National $chool Lunch Program
School Breakfaet Program
Special Milk Program

Summer Food S$ervice Program

Other Useful Links

School Meals

Professional Standards

Professional Standards for school nutrition professionals is a key provision of the Healthy, Hunger-Free
Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA). The rule, published March 2, 2015, requires a minimum amount of annual
training hours for all state directors of school nutrition programs, state director of distributing agencies,
school nutrition program directors, managers, and staff. Required training topic areas will vary according
to position and job reguirements. There are zlso minimum hiring standards for new state directors of
school nutrition programs, state directors of distributing 2gencies that oversee USDA Foods, and school
nutrition program directors.,

In developing the final professional standards rule, USDA considered input from 2 variety of sources,
including representatives from state agencies, school districts, and school nutrition professional
associations. FNS carefully reviewed all comments and listened to the concemns of stakeholders.

The final rule eases hiring options for small school districts; adds hiring options that emphasize program
experience; reduces the required annual training hours for all SFA personnel; phases in the training
requirements in school year 2015-2016; 2nd adds other practical flexibilities for the first year of
implementation, The rule is effective beginning July 1, 2015.
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Professional Standards Website
and Training Database

]

http://professionalstandards.nal.usda.gov/
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USDA Professional Standards
= Training Tracker

United States Department of Agriculture

Food and Nutrition Services - Ch,id‘l_ﬁliiioll» -

This Training Tracking site assists school nutrition staff with tracking and monitoring all of their training. For additional information on the United
States Department of Agriculture’s Professional Standards for School Nutrition Professionals, please click here: http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-
meals/professional-standards

711172016 You have 356 days to complete 0.00 hours of training.

Recent Trainings

2016 Summer Food Service Program for Returning Sponsors 07/30/2016 10.25
2016 Summer Food Service Program for Returning Sponsors 07/07/2016 2.00
2016 Summer Food Service Program for Returning Sponsors 07/01/2016 7.75
2016 Summer Food Service Program for Returning Sponsors 06/21/2016 1.00

2016 Summer Food Service Program for Returning Sponsors 06/20/2016 5.00
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s Training Tracker

United States Department of Agriculture

Food and Nutrition Services - Child:Nutiition

Kotesh Rao Training History

School Food Authority-Staff Manager 5 hours are required for

2015-2016 ' school year
Course Title Completion Date Training Hours
2016 Summer Food Service Program for Returning Sponsors 06/20/2016 5.00
06/21/2016 1.00

2016 Summer Food Service Program for Returning Sponsors
Total Hours

6.00
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Guide to Professional Standards
for School Nutrition Programs

* |Information about the
Final Rule

* Tips on where to find
training

* Examples of how to meet
the training standards
* Easy-to-read tables

* Reproducible handouts

http://www.fns.usda.gov/guide-professional-standards-school-nutrition-programs
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Tables and Handouts

Table 3: Minimum Hiring Standards for New School Food Authority

[SFA) Nutrition Directors Appendix C. Staff Guide to Professional Standards
II;;JHI i Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 forTraining
2498 or less 2 5009998 10, chool nutrition employess now have annual training requirsments. Thesa Fedarel
agency (LEA] o s S Siamviants went nis ctect July 1 201 The total noure of required anrusal fraiming
Enroliment depends on your work schedule. The goal of training &= to help you maintain or acquire
C o5 the knowledge and akills nesded 1o succassfully operate school meal programea.
Bachelor's Degree” | Bachelor's Degree® | Bachelor's Degree® Pasition Defined As Anmusl
in specificralzted n specific/elated n specific/elated Hours"
(expenience prefered, | (expenience prafamad, | (expenance Sieff Waorks 20 or more hours weskdy in direct program support ]
not requirec) ot required) ot required) Part-Time Staff | Works less than 20 hou week in di
- — . -Time Y I 20 hours per in direct program 4
BEH:::J{-E% n Bwh% in TDEEE in "E hired on or afier Janeary 1, only hal of the requiksd hours for that school yoer s roquired.
State-recognized State-racognimed State-racognized P,
ificate for o EaTeal i et Whﬂ Counts as Training? . .
nurition progrem nutrition program nutrition program Trainimg should apply to your work duties. In many casss, your manager or diractor will
directors directors directors provids training. Oiptions for job-specific training mclude:
oR oR oR ¥ Online coursas
Bachalor's Degree” | Bachalor's Bachalor's » Or-the-job training
— in any major in any major in any major b In-service fraining
Education 1 year 2 years 5 years » Local school nutrition organization training events
Standards of relevant school of relevant school of school nutrition » Stete sgency-sponsored classes
i . i ; et
Ep ¥ Mestings sponsored by focdsarvice partners (vendors and commeodity groups]).
oR OoR including axhibits (2= allowsd by your State agancy)
Associate’s Degres” | Associate’s Degres® ¥ Collage coursas with job-specific contart
in specificiralated in specificrzlated ieb-
major AND major* AND A full 60 minutes of training counts as 1 fraining hour. Shorter time periods can count,

too. For example, four 15-minute in-service treming sessions equal 1 training hour. Mot
&l training activities will count; they must be job-specific. Check with your manapger or
directar.

Your district needs 1o keep training records for all school nuirition employess. Your
managar or dirsctor wil 12l you how to track and report your training. Ba sure to kesp

High Schiool Di i ; i
(or GED:IAmTE your owm treining recerd in case you chanps schools or districts.
3 years""" Check with your manager or director o find out # your State agency sliows a 2-year

of ralewvart schaal period 10 compiste the iraining houra. if 20, be sure to complete some fraining each year

nistriticn experience {July 1-June 30) and meaat the totel comibined howrs neadad for 2 years.
Food Safety | At least 8 hours within & yeara prior 1o or within 30 days of ster date Where Do | Find More Information?
Training Looking for frea and low-cost treining? USDA mainains an online ssarchable ibrary of

tremnings &t http-iiprofessionalstandards nal usda.gov. Whather you plan to remain in

" O saquivaion] scucafional moperiancs; consull your Stmlo agency for mons infomation. your current position or espire to ofhar staff or menaperial positions, training helps you
**Epacih major major o Infocd and nuirition, toodservice maragamsant, perform effectyely todey end prepars for fomormow.
diatalics, family and consumsr sclonces, metrtion sducation, cullnary orls, businsss, or a ralled Aokl P o
~For LEA anmimants ks than 500, tha Staia agenoy may 2ppnov tha bl of & concldsts wit & high (Zuide io Profeesionsl Standsrds for Schoal Nutrition Programs w23

school dipkora jor GED) and kess I the required yoars of axpanioncs, § e bost quaificd canddnis.

http://www.fns.usda.gov/guide-professional-standards-school-nutrition-programs
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Questions??

http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards



